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Battle for Riverside Park land shaping up

It's city’s financial welfare
versus space for recreation

By Ann Bo'lde
By Stall Wrltar

¢ elly oflicials think land-poor
m;s:m Lmﬂl';r should consider eash-
ing In some of its waterfront proper-
ty lo provide needed luxury housing
and Lax revenue.
Others fee] New London needs (o
ha wlull.; t:l:-r}' precious aere of
fe land It has.
Il"‘IIT'I'-L* “pattleground” Is Riverside
Park, an 18-aere trach with a com-
manding view of the Thames River
and a famous neighbor to the north
— the Coast Guard Academy. A ri-
val to Ocean Beach in popularity be-
fore the 1938 Hurricase, the park 1S
now neglected, vandalized and over-

S-n}ue members a_: thi mi-r.-é Ii::
bor Improvement Agency

saying the park should be sald to
hanild ng for employees of the
ma hl,lgl-l:ﬂl'u'n]uu firms now lo-
cated in the eity. The plan would also
generatle new tax revenues (or a cily
which has lost almast hall is proper-
iy tp taz-exempl rament, edu-
cational and charilable institullons,
the members argue.

But the new proposal is airea
meeting oppasition. Mayor David M.
Fabricant has vowed to fight it, and
Recreation and Parks Director Her-
beri F. Moran has called the idea
1‘”‘:'"-“

A stale environmental review
team reporl reque by the Con-
servation Commission last year also
Indirect] funmm“:nmlrdl I“ﬂﬁt
swch a plan, 82 ancial consid:
lllﬁﬂﬂlﬂmrrﬁu the oaly ones
in developing land use plans.

Mew London, with an area only
Hl*lu[r larger than six square
miles, has aboul four miles of water-
front on the Thames River aod lr‘:i
Island Sound. Mast of the water!
is privately owned and heavily de-

veloped. City officials say less than a
mile 15 publicly owned, Including
Ocean Beaeh, h i5 one=third of a
miile lang.

Three of the harbar agency's live
members met recently with the
pommission o ":d"':‘;d”ﬂﬂ: ;lr-
eels of ciiy-own and,

Riveraide Park and the small par
off Pequot Avenue across [rom
e e
ered g developm

The agency asked the commission
to consider rezoning the waterfront

arcels ta permit construction of
suitable™ housing for potential new
residents of the eity. If New London
wants Lo continue to lure high-tech-
mology firms, it will have Lo pravide
guality housing. the agency mem-
bera maintained.

“*There's no sense having all these
lechnology firms come here i their
employiees aré f;u\g ta go home Lo
Waterford at night,” said Frances
E. Baldinl, a member of the Harbar
Improvement Agency. “'People
think there's nol much land left in
Mew Landan, hﬂ“ﬂuhﬂhllhﬂ
did, you'll see there is a Iot of poten-
al.

Mrs. Baldind sald she and commis-
sian Chairman Demelrios Louziotis
recently toured the cily's shoreline
1o ook for waterfront propertly that
could be developed as housing. In
addition to the parks, she saud cliy-
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Former camp house ot Riverside

owned tracts off Howard and Bank
streels were alsa pinpointed and dis-
custed at the Hm;;d:dmmmm
meeting, also atbe Bgency
member Robert P. Wildes Jr.

The agency members, who asied
for the joini meeling, initially re-
quested that the discussion be held
in exefutive session. exclod

g3 and public. Commission mem-
rs, however, sald the inlarmation
was ool privileged and the propasal

A

would have Lo be discussed in open
£pE5100.

Twn commisslon members — Ann
Marie Keating and James 3. Butler,
3 :Ilu-ulmtsl about using the

jand for hausing.
IIql‘Eltnt‘-.u-n'i. think tl'rEEll;r can afford to
Inse any more llndlgnrlrecmﬂnn."
Mrs. Keating sand, “It's my feeling
thére isn'L enough recreation space
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Park and view of the Thamas River beyond

planner, said. "1 think the develop-
ment af Ium.linf on rlrulnd in the
city wauld be ill-advised and show a

lack of foresight.”
Fabricant a and sald he per-
d an ¢ffort to save

ihe park.

sonally would

“Any sugpestion thal Riverside
Park :a anything but a city park
would be strenuously resisted by the

people In city goverament," the
mayor sakd.

“I1's the only thing we've gat lefl,
s the only passlve recreallon
space besides Bates Woods Lhal the

ty's suill got."” said Moran. He said
the city has 271 acres of public open
space — 113 acres shy of what the
federal government has said Is ade-
mutw a ity Uhe size of New Lon-

Morsn described Riverside as o
neighborhood park and said. except
b e

yenoe,
Hr?rﬂuﬁn: space In the northeast
end of the eity.

The praperty for the park was ac-
quired by [he city [n Uhe 18303, bt
wasn't developed untll 1928, Today,
the sieep ing hills there lead
down to the mes and are over

wn with pines, oaks and other
ardwonds,

There i5 a nle e elght
acres of hiking I,E'Ifll.l, i EIE:II beach,

Ei:lrgmurbd equipment and basket-
courts.
The park is rarely used and fre-

quently vandalized. One argument -

of the agency ia that the city has Ig-
pored park and let it hasome &
wasleland. And because of thal
there is concern on the part of Louz-
lotis that the Coast Guard will lake
the p-mpenrﬂ?y em ml.ntﬂ domain Lo
expand 113 adjacent academy.,
“Fwice already — in the 19305 and

again in the 19603 — the academy
has taken portions of the onge
:ruwung park to improve its facill-

Es.

“I grani that the clg.ha: woeful
meglecied the park,” Fabricant said.
“"fut & proposal ke this will
s to go to work an iL"

Agency member Wildes said resi-
dents in Lhe northeast end of the city
deserve a park, but commented that
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From Page 2
they apparemtly are not using the
one they have now,

“Take & walk up there any time,"
Mrz. Baldini said. “There's ool a
foul there ever. There's just no ase
for that park anymore.”

I don'l think clty Is ready o
sell Riverside Park,” planning and
D o movhy ihe megwsio (le
sald. “But mayhe 1
budid ) is really nol 20
off base. Everybody necds ing
lnd&m#;ﬁ:&ﬂﬂmlh the elty has
ae ¥ .!r

lﬁ Manager C. Francis Driscoll
said It Is more difficull lo make an
argumeéent for saving Riverside Park
because the city has never made a
commiiment lward upgrading it

The recenlly compieted coasial

arca plan for New London. howaver,
oargues o faver of relaining the

park.

“Mew London's sherelront is for
the most part istensively deve
ond In private ownership, There
Lhere i5 a need (o preservé and pro-
tect pxisting parks and public arcas,
Including Riverside park, Cily Plér,
Greens Harbor Park amd Ocean
Beach Park." the plan says.

'.‘llr Roal Estate Director Robert
J. Flanagsn said the proposal Lo
build al Riverside will make
for a good debate.

“It's & tough question," he sald,
"Thére's & markel for that kind sl
housing todny, espeeially with a
I'I-:I'l.'li! MEII':I!‘“. mt'.'m parks

o T question,

The comm will consider the
P 1 ower the next several
monlhs a3 It updates its zoning regu-
lations, Hoap sald.



