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Riverside Park: What Will Be Its Fate?

By NOEL-ANNE GERBON beach; and a bridge over the . almost ruined by vendatism. - 000. What was ouce the northern siill would be, a prime center for
Day Btalf Writer railroad to the beach, Roads in The vandalism seems to have 1 - pertion of Riverside park ls now riots. In the past there has been
NEW LONDON = What {s the the park were later developed-/ died down to an extent, and the the aite of the Academy's Ro- trouble there during the da
real Riverside Park — i3 it a by the city, and & school ismow park is not as troubls - well an_ after dark.
place of peaceful quiet or the being built at the top of the hill spot as R once was. Never- There: was growing fear that sald policemen, as wel
scena of some of the worsl overipoking it. | theless thera : go still fur- a3 Moran, have been physically
vandalism in New London's The park lselfl bas been & the park that -yemaing thus eliminating the, only thrown out of the park. When
history? . ) traditionally good vantage polnt dona EL PN and - Second questioned about thiz, Pollce
Wil  the -.Coast Guard for walching the Harvard A apokesman except for the Ohief Francis P. 0'Grady re-
the land, Yale* boat races, and ehil- Winthrop Compaunity Servi plied, “no "
or will it remain the only park in dren love to go thers o located & few \ ward money from the Drinking used to be a serlous
the First and Second Wards?. watch trains, The naw “We are constantly bugging the section was problem, resulting in what Mal-
Riverside Park has survived Winthrop Scheol, o ba come city about it — fo for a replace- Jove called, “not & healthy fam-
focredible acts ol vandalism pleted next year, will provide ﬁ&"’”“‘ o rove Street, the iy et
againgt its nearly 19 aeres. £Ven more to to use it . 4. g Winthrop school environmen ere is & rile
Thess include the destruction goers and their According to thei built., - now forbidding boitles ‘of any
« of Test rooms and the ri A reci ‘agreement . hax the'beach needs cleanis Guard dom-  * kind -~ even soda bottles —

* out of Ught fixtures and partl- been worked out lnvolvingithe it can’ be -properly: used. Al " geemed founded when in the . , although the beach
tions in the camp house, use of the park facilities by:the though the waler is not.poll the Academy requested, ng aspect of the park s negligible
The Park, which many school In relum for the use of the heach itself 1s co clion of River- In comparison to what 1t used

persons do not even know exists, the school playground by the broken bottles, the remains of l be.
iz a controversial area, having Recreation Department. plers are left sticking oul over The request was not in There i3 also a rule, still on
both its bad reputation and As Herberl F, Moran,, New the water, and the railroad : the form of*a notice of eml- the books although not enforced,
some of the greatest natural Condon's Recreational Director bridge is ty. : nent domain, Thix wae an ex- allowing caly residents of the
beauly of any section of New said, *Children should be on the The statue of a fire- .  pensive proposition for the city, City of New London 1o enter the
London, school grounds — any school man, which used fo stand however, as it would have re- park, This rule i & remnant of
The history of the park goes grounds — all year — jn the ot the head of Stale Street with quired the relocation of several an effort to keep undesirable
back to 1911, when a pageant summer a5 well” The .school water pouring out of the h ‘ streets, ;and so0 the academy's out-ol-town elements away.
eanductead in with an grounds will thus be open to held (the, continual of | requestiwas relused. ) The cily's struggle to keep the
event at Memorial In: children In the summer, State Street was a yeason-forfits -  Relu to the ‘datker as- park In-shape has been almost
stitute drew six or seven hun ning next year when the agree. removal to: Rivertide)'ls .now ll:cu Riverside Park, there continuously uphitl. : @ - o
dred persons to the park, sc- ment goes into effect. ,mmumpw- .always the question of -how The poor imags of the park
ording fo Ruth Newcomb The park Is, and according to ' Iy, a deal of polson:lyy i, much tiuth lies hehind'the re- must not be overplayed, how-
whose father was president of Moran should remain, in a Lo B Ee &7 purts of'a greater degree of van- ever: the climate Is not pearly
the School Board at the time. semi-wild state. That. way it There has also been' the i ‘dalism at Riverside than else  * aghad us It used to be. The fam.
The pageant was con- could be tised for nature classes threat of the loss of Riverside [  where ip the city, {lies are beginning to come back
cerned with historical episodes and & summer camp, to the spreading -Coast Guard " Quilem bit, according to Har and there is & et
in New London's past, such as . “We don't want it too velvety Academy, In 1080 the Academy 1 Yey N. Mallove, former mayor, the part of tha ents of
scenes based on Nathan Hale, or ~ carpely; we would ke an ac-  appropriated ‘the northeru por- ! ‘The patk has had ts ups and  areq to keep the Jand as 2 park.
the coming of the first minister tive park,” Moran said, Life- tion of Riverside through emi- | i ns 4s far as usage goes, and The Connectlcut College N
from the Massachuseits Bay guards have been on-the park pent domaln, .o | has been the victim of “gross thnulhuuuﬂnn'lnum,
IColony. beaches for mors than two In a cass such ay this the ;. mﬂﬂl{lgn ! times™, day in the spring and the ""'I"I
Before that, the park was weeks to assure the’safety of decision to take the land : g‘“!' cently, reported Moran, plan’of the academy no longer
merely a wooded section oo both swimmers, -+ not be fought, only the award. ve bays were apprehended Riverside Park, ..
sides of the railroad tracks in The park has,-however, been New London successfully - . #ITér hels of vandallsm. But more than this, ' there
the esslern portion of New , and mordhlh to‘ll(g:“l Hmﬁuﬁt ul:’lwmm.m'; X bymﬂl. B hm '"m.m: es still the calm beauty of River
London, Now thers ls a plenic S, e and tha nrics wae ninad 10 §35.  Dark hay been. and to an exieat :ﬁ’:.:.f :I:I'f..f,‘ml: anm!



