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Riverside Park

has hit the skids

NEW LONDON — In betler days, Kiverside Park
was Lhe cily's most popular picnic ground.

It was 3§ acres then, with its commanding view of
the Thumes Rlver.

Almest half this aves was subseguently absortied by
Coast Guard Academy expansion,

The park rivaled Ocean Beach, betore the 1935 Har-
ricane, as & place Lo spend & Sunday afternoon.

More recently, It has fallen inlo geners) disuse, The
clty's middle class abandoaed il for Oeean Beach and
it became a park for the less advanlaged, who live
along its borders.

It no loager enjoys the prestige of other city parks,
Riverside is Included in & $2.4 million parks improve-
ments plan, but it ranks al the bolbom of (he priority
list, Offielals expect to run oul of federal lunds belore
the elty gels to Riverside,

The Parks and Recreatlon Department uses River-
slde for summer recreation programs and it was 2 site
for day camps financed vnder the Model Cily pro-
gram.

Vandalism at the park led to pressure (o relocate &
firemnen's slatue Lhere Lo & site al Norlh End Fire-
house. Another argument for moving the statue is that

pobody sees 1L where it is,



