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Riverside Park: Sun and shade along the Thames

How well I pecall the First B k
Chiarch Sunday Sehool pleales held
at Riverside Park in the days of my
youth,

Ope fina Saturday in Juno ot
enrly July we all met a8 the pavilion
far a glorious day [n the outdosrs.
This tncluded clam chowder and
pienfe lunches with a wonderful
chance to explore the wide rocky
acres which stretched down b the
spackling river, | .

At that time T dldn't know much
abaut the history of Riverside park
and [ didn't care, T only knew b was
& wonderful spot lo spend a wirm
Suturday, & plase thosouphly ap-
proved by parents and Sunday
Sthood tenchers, I've heard rumors
that it may ot be the snme today,

Recently, I stumbled wpon a short
histary of the park in my favorite
newspaper, The Day, writlen in
1907, According o that article the
City of Mew London acquiced
park in 18085 when ex-Gov, Thomas
M. Waller, & bocal vesident, sp-
proached the cily fathers on beha
of ths Post Hill Improvement
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Thames River for $5,000 to create n
new park,

The land, then known as Lewis
wonds, enoe belanged 1o the esinte
of Jolin B. Bolles, o New London
publisher who was instrumental in
eitabtlshing the Navy yard aeross
the river,

waller was 20 snthusiagiic aboul
the proposed pack that he offercd
to by it back from Lhe city for the
sxme ammoant if they ewer regretted
the purchase,

Bul in spife aof the ex-governar’s
hearty orsertent the ity was

the Iukewarm about (he property.

Thers were those who said New
London would enly be saddling it-
solf with wasta land, for the park
wonald mot te practizal; its location

Company; offering to sell them a 13- —wes-loo remote (rom the center of

atee sita on the hanks of tha

thecity.
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When the citizens met b6 act on

A majority planned to vole it down.
Byt Waller rose to address the
meeling, deseribing with such elo-

nquenece the advaniages of the city

owning such a beautiful nataral
epat that when the vole came it was
alraest unanimous in fwvor of pur-
chage and the clty bought the ald
Lewis woods for 45,000,

Fot several years the park lay az
it had bepa (hrough the ages, used
only as a gathering place by nlght
for iramps and hoboes whe slept
under the stars, although it began
to be popular on Sundays for base-
bell games. At last a board of park
commissioners was, appalnled,
headed by ex-Gavernor Waller, and
develupment began.

In 1904 Waller, J, D. Cronln and
Mayor B. F. Mahar contraciad with
ke Shady Hill Nursery of Boslon
for a lopographical map showing
propowed walks, shede irees and
other fentures. They aliv engaged
Dabell and Crandall to peepare
grade [figures, Real work began

_Waller's proposal sentiments B
saiwvad 1o be hgainst the purchase. B

Ficnleking at Riverside Park

|
wheq Superintendent of Parks H.C. .

Fuiler brought his gang ol workmen
to the site and began to cut brush,
remove oid trees and lay oul walks,

Eath blt of progress wat aBeolr-
aging, and by 1907 the Day reporter
wrole, "A day spent under Lhe
beautiful shade trees, lolling on the
grisbp Erast or enjoying the pros-
peet) over the river and up the
Thames valley may be counked as a
day in a Lifalizae”

Mew in 1907 was an arlifeial lake
full of geldfish with a sparkling
feuniain in the canier. For the
convenience of all-day plenickers
there was a pavilion where shore
dinners were served and les cream
and eandy wers sold. There were
even outdosr concerls on Sumdley
anernoons. The park was expecinlly
popular on Boat Raee Day. It
beighis alforded a fing view of the
Yale-Harvard courie,

Alderman B, H. Hilliar was chiel
spokestman for the sdvantages of!
Riverside park, “It is not allogether
an uptown patk, for people go to it
from all patts of Lhe city, It ks 8 pone”
man's park,” he sald, “for it can be
reached witheut trolley fare and
thera are many families in the ciy®
that canpot afford the carfare ex-
penss to Oconn Beach. They can go
to Riversids and breathe the air of
the eountry without cost.”

“The cliy's breathing spot on the
bank of the Thames gives pleature
to all whs see diveraified -
basuty,” concluded the acticle.

In my doy we took the trolley to
Bullard's Cormer and walked up the
hill 1o the park. Afer lunch we
hiked down the steep road 1o the
old fountain. The artificial pond
wag dry then, and the goldish were -
Eone, but In the mobst pond bedl
among the rocks and weeds we
found dozens of tiny toade and frogs .
hopping about.

What fun we bad with them! WeJ
always tried bo take soime home for
pets, but the unfortunate amphibi-.
ans did not take kindly to trans-
planting



